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rather unsuccessful attempt to be explicit. It merely
provides that the inhabitants of the cities of Bristol
and Gloucester, with the hundreds which lie between
them, shall be charged with the repair of the Glou-
cester and Bristol road. It authorises the justices
to rate and sess the inhabitants, but says nothing
about the distribution of the burden among them.

An act of 1555 (2 & 3 P. & M., c. i) "for the re-
edifying of castells and forts, and for the enclosing
of grounds from the borders towards and against
Scotland," that is to say, in Northumberland, Cum-
berland, Westmorland, and Durham, is on the model
of the Sewers Acts. It authorises the appointment of
a commission " to inquire by the oaths of the honest
and lawful men " of the four counties, " by whom the
truth may best be known, who hath or holdeth any
lands or tenements or useth or perceiveth any com-
mon of pasture or other profit apprender in the said
counties or bishopric throughout the whole parts ol
the same, and all those persons and every of them
or such of them, to tax, assess, charge, distrain, and
pain by the number of acres and perches after the
rate of every person's profit, rent, or tenure, or after
the quantity of their common of pasture or profit
apprender or other commodities there." Crown lands
were to be liable to rating in the same way as others,
and the tenants of such lands might deduct the rates
from their rents.

The act of 1532 for destroying crows was allowed
to expire by effluxion of time; but in 1566 a
more comprehensive act " for preservation of grain "
(8 Eliz., c. 15) revived its provisions with regard to
the village net, and enacted farther that, in order to